Sample Paper 3

Running Head: Sample paper 

This is my title for my sample paper

This is where I put my name
This is where I put my institution (i.e.Tennessee Wesleyan College)

This is my sample Chapter assignment.  See how my margins are 1 inch!  I had to change the windows default to get it to have the correct margin size.  I expect that you will do this for your paper. If you don’t know how to change margin size, please seek help. Please also note that I have a running head on the top of each page. I use Microsoft Word 2003 version and I get the header by going to view, header footer, and using right alignment typing in my header and clicking the box for page number.

Also, please note that my text is in Times New Roman size 12.  You may choose to use Arial font instead, but it MUST be 12pt. I prefer these two fonts because they are relatively easy to read, which puts me in a better mood for grading your paper (always a good idea).


I have used APA style (American Psychological Association, 2001) formatting throughout my paper.  This will be reflected in my grade (see rubric) and I will earn the full 10 points for using APA style correctly throughout my paper. If you do not own a copy, the Library has one you may use and Dr. Pelley typically keeps one in his outer office which is unlocked at all times. Not owning a copy is not a valid excuse.  There is a new 2010 version out, but I will fully accept the 2001 version.


You should use your book as a reference as well as at least one journal article. I will discuss in class what constitutes an acceptable article.  I am looking for peer reviewed research articles. You may use a review paper to assist your understanding or to supplement your reading, but DO NOT SUMMARIZE THE REVIEW ARTICLE FOR YOUR PAPER!  A review article by its nature is one where a scholar has summarized research on a topic.  This is what I am asking you to do and to summarize another person’s summary is not appropriate.


Wow! This is a lot of writing and I think I need to supplement it with a picture to help demonstrate the topic so that it can better be understood. After all, a picture is worth 1000 words!
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http://flash1r.apa.org/apastyle/basics/index.htm

If you are having difficulty with APA style, the American Psychological Association has prepared a tutorial that you can access via the link above. I expect that each of your sources (and you should have at least two) will be appropriately listed in a reference page (which is not part of your page count).  Please check the APA manual for specifics on how to write the citation on the reference page.  It is different from MLA style that you have used in English classes. If you access a journal article online (as opposed to picking up a journal in the library you will cite the article exactly as you do for the paper version, but you need to add “retrieved month, day, year, from source” (American Psychological Association, 2001, p. 223). Please note the difference between my two citations: the one in quotes was a direct quote and includes a page number.  The other one simply referenced the book in its entirety so no page number was necessary.

Is my paper done yet?  No!  I do not yet have 2 full pages and must keep writing. What have I left out??? Oh!  You are supposed to not only talk about your topic and your research article but you are to critique the research article.  Did they do an adequate job explaining their methods? Did they do an adequate job explaining their results in the discussion section? Were there too many complicated terms that were not defined?  Did they have an operational definition of their variables? Just because the article has been peer reviewed doesn’t mean you can’t critique it.  I fully expect that you will not only read the article but THINK about it.  I want YOUR words and thoughts and explanations in the paper. Tell me how YOU would explain the topic to a freshman or someone not in this class.

Now, your paper should have a good introduction and a good conclusion. I expect that your writing is coherent and uses proper grammar and spelling.  READ it before you submit it; don’t rely exclusively on spell check. Eye rote this paper and its plane to see my sentence is perfect awl the weigh! The previous sentence did not have any grammar or spelling errors detected by my spell check, but it is clearly incorrect!  Don’t fall victim to this.


A few last notes: please check the rubric – this will tell you how I will grade the paper and what I expect. Also, make sure that you turn your paper in ON TIME.  It is due at the beginning of class on September 21st.  If you are out for any reason you must submit the paper BEFORE class starts to get full credit.  If you have a last minute emergency, email the paper to me BEFORE class starts to get full credit.  If you submit it at 9:31, IT IS LATE! On time is an all or nothing part of the grade. Please note in the following reference page that I have used a hanging indent.  I do this by going to format, paragraph, in the very middle in the indentation section there is a box under special.  Change the dropdown box to say hanging and click ok.
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